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ure to raise taxes,

crats are petitioning
Speaker Gib Lewis to
remove all Republican
committee chairmen.
Although those
Republicans support
Lewis as speaker, they led
the to the tax
increase last month, and
some of their Democratic
colleagues are now taking
the opportunity to apply

pressure.
Lewis most likely will
ignore the petition.

Agency budgets
House appropriations
chairman Jim Rudd is
considering sending state
agencies a letter
requesting them to

For 11 students from
Rice High School's FFA
chapter, last week was a
busy, entertaining and
¢ducational one — all in
the name of the
organization's 56th an-
nual state meeting.

Those - students, in-
cluding Coby Shorter I1I
who was elected president
of the 60,000 state
association, were joined
by the Rice High School
advisors, and many

prepare new  budget
requests with no spending
increases and advising
them to freeze all hiring.

Otherwise, Rudd fears,
the Legislature will have
to wrestle with a sizeable
budget  deficit in
January's regular session,
and that means apother
tax increase,

Only court-ordered
siaff increases or other
special circumstances
would be addressed under
the hiring-freeze concepl.

Mattox

In light of the grim
cconomic picture painted
by Texas officials, the
new request recen-
tly submitted by Attorney
General Jim Maitox
caught everyone's alten-
tion.

The Mattox document
calls for increasing state
funds to his agency by 89
percent over the next two
years, including a 10 per-
cent employee pay raise,
an airplane for his use, a

new division, and
doubling and tripling
staff for some current
The re
request does seem
to fit the old rule about
asking for more than you
need in order o get what
you. want, but. privately
some lawmakers are
taking it is an affront.
Last March, Rudd and
Speaker Lewis wrote state
officials AR . un-
precedented letter asking
them to draft *‘no-
growth"' budgets for the
1986-87 biennium. Two
weeks ago, the governor
called again for a “tightly
drawn, bare bones
budget."

'Fire sale’

Mattox was involved in
a variety of governmental
actions recently, in-
cluding initiating several

lawsuits on behalf of the

state and to block
a federal sale of offshore
oil leases.

Mattox asked a federal
judge to block the sale,
planned for this week,
saying it would be a "“fire
sale to benefit the major
oil companies.” He will
get his hearing on July
16.

His action is part of a
coordinated effort by the
governor and Texas Land
Commissioner Garry
Mauro to protect the
state’s interest in the ofl
leases,

The feds intend those
leases to be made on an
arca-wide basis, rather
than by individual tracts,
which means that every

federal tract off the Texas
coast is up for lease.
The state also is

seeking to collect aboul

Rice delegation enjoys state FFA convention

members of Coby's
family who were on hand
to watch him win the
honor that only one FFA
member out of 60,000 has
the pleasure of obtaining.

Attending from Rice,
in addition to President
Shorter, were Thomas
Mahalite; Marilyn
Mahalitc; Missy Hyvar,
Phillip Huvar; Mike
Sonniag, district FV sen-
tinel and local chapter

network interface.

access line.

the job.

Industry Changes
Bring New Options

‘Network Interface’ or ‘Protector’
Marks Division of Responsibility

mong the many changes in the telecommunications industry is one

which probably will affect you sooner or later, if it hasn't already.

It deals with your connection to the telephone network. Let’s start
from the beginning. ..

There’s a device that marks the point where Southwestern Bell
Telephone’s lines (from a switching office) stop and where your inside
wiring begins. (Inside wiring is simply the wiring inside your home.)
That device is either a “network interface” or a “protector.”

All telephone lines are installed with a protector (which protects
against power surges), but not all telephone lines were installed with a

The network interface is a plug-in device which enables customers
to connect or disconnect inside wiring from the telephone network

| If your home is a newer home, more than likely, it has a network
interface installed either on the inside or outside close to where the
telephone line comes to your home.
We started using network interfaces in 1982. If your home does not
have a network interface, Southwestern Bell Telephone is responsible for
the telephone line from the switching office, up to and including, the
protector. This is where our lines ends and your inside wiring begins.
Until recently, we did all the installation and repair of wiring inside
our customers’ homes. Now that's all changed. Today, you have three
options on how to handle installation and repair of inside wiring and
jacks for your telephones:
(1) hire Southwestern Bell Telephone to do it,
(2) hire another contractor, or

(3) save the money by doing the work yourself. Materials are
readily available from numerous retail stores.
If you choose Southwestern Bell Telephone to do the work, you
should know about some new charges called “Premises Work Charges,”
recently approved by the Public Utility Commission of Texas. The charges,
which include materials, are billed according to the time required to do

Here is the schedule of those charges:
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" vice

president; Greg
King; Mike Burke: Joe
Lang; Albert Tom-
chessen, and Leslie
.Heard, distriet IV
president and local chap-
ter president.

Rice advisers attending
included Ronel Roberts.
Finest Axel and Hi:hu1
McMahon. Members of
the Shorter family atten-
ding were Coby's paren-
ts, the Rev. and Mrs.
Coby Shorter; and sisters
Beryl Shorter of
Houston, and Sheryl
Shorter Henry and her
daughters Kristen and
Krystle, -

Because Coby, as A
I1I president, was a state
officer candidate, he and
Mr. Roberis left Eagle
Lake on Saturday, July 7,
for Lubbock, to attend
carly meetings with other
officers from this past

year and the year shead.

Thieir ttansportation was”

a new truck leased from
W. A. Virnau & Sons of
Eagle Lake and Sealy —
one of the many strong
supporters of the Rice
FFA program.

The other students and
advisers drove up on
Tuesday in another
vehicle rented from Vir-
nau and Sons — a motor
home. The Shorters
drove to Lubbock on
Monday, and on
Tuesday, Mr. Roberts'
mother, Mrs. Julia
Roberts, fMlew to the con-
vention.

The first board meeting
of student officers was
held Sunday afternoon,
to make sure all conven-
tion plans were in order,
and to conduct other
business. Monday the
state officers were given

Complete Diesel Service - Maxi Batteries
Machine Shop Service - Repair Radiators

CALL 409/ 357-2531

Indust

Texas off 159 West

THE CUSTOM
SHOPPE

Offers You Professional

Custom Picture Framing*Museum Framing
Needlework Framingeand Shadow Boxes

several tours, compli-
*mients of the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce
and businesses in that
aren. Their meals and
some small gifis also were
donated.

Each morning
throughout the week the
officer team met for
breakfast. On Tuesday,
the convention's general
sessions opened, with
booths available for
viewing. Activities that
night culminated with
vesper services, held at
the convention opening
each year, to help mem-
bers reflect about the
ideals on which FFA is
founded, and to give
thanks to God for helping
another session convene.

Wednesday was the
start of the business with
sessions opening at 9 a.m.
for the more than 4,500
people altending. The
honorable Bill
Sarapaulius, state
senator, district-31, and
1968-69 Texas FFA
president, was one of the
memorable speakers. It
was most memorable to
Shorter, because after he
was elected president, he
was presented with the
ring Sarapaulius wore as
president..it has been
handed down to each
president since.

Thursday was the day
that the election for 1984-
85 state president really
got under way. As Coby
described it, he and the
nine other state officers
were competing with each
other, not against each
other. ““We are all very
close and we wanted the
best for the state,
knowing that any of the

Legislators, others watching for effects of taxes

$120 million it won from

tin
awsuit. The
money is in escrow now,
and stale officials want
the feds to release it, in-
stead of appealing the

the federal
a recent

lawsuit,
King Ranch

Mauro also is talking
with King Ranch and
Exxon Corp. officials
about §2.6 million he says
is owed the state in oil

royalties.

The ranch's Exxon
leases should have
produced a share of an
override to the state, and
Mauro is thinking about
secking a $1 million pen-
alty in addition.

The deadline for the
differences to be worked
out is July 31.

guestions — one on the
parlimentary procedure
guide, another on the
FFA manual and a third
that was a thought
question.

The candidates were
taken back stage, a secret
ballot was taken, and
when the results were an-
nounced, the convention
learned only the names of
the top four finishers, not
their vote totals. Coby
was one of the four.

This was announced as
the delegates were atten-
ding the Stars Over Texas
Pageant. It was al this
time that Star Farmers
wete recognized, and 50
Houston Livestock Show
scholarships, worth
58,000 each, were presen-
ted.

Friday, a second ballot
was taken after run off
elections, narrowing the
field to two. Again Coby
was still in the runping.
After the third baflot,
Coby learned he had
reached the goal he had
been aiming for during
the past year. When he
learned he had won the
honor, he said s0 many
things ran through his
mind, that he was in
somewhat of a daze. He
recovered quickly,
thanked the FFA mem-
bers for their support,
and thanked the many,
many people who have
helped him locally and
throughout the area.

In addition 1o receiving
the ring, he was presented
the gavel of the 1977-78
state president Elvin
Caraway, that has been
used for the past six

Saturday the state
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17-83 .6-13-84
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Jan Hastedt Fry to Oil
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Pepper Face.
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